THE   THIRTY   YEARS   WAR
vn
The Thirty Years War which broke out in 1618
and lasted until 1648, passed through four phases.
Beginning as a purely local struggle, it spread until
it involved, first, all Germany, and finally a large
part of Europe. For while Spain intervened on the
Catholic side, the Protestant cause was taken up in
turn by Denmark, Sweden, and (strange to say)
France. Even England, in spite of James's reluctance,
was dragged in for a few ineffective years beginning
in A.D. 1624. The first, or Bohemian, phase of the
war (A.B. 1618-23) saw the complete triumph of the
Catholic cause in the Czech kingdom. The decisive
battle, known as that of the White Mountain, just
outside Prague, was fought on November 8th 1620,
between the forces of Frederick and those of Maxi-
milian and Tilly. The victory of the League was
overwhelming in its completeness. Prague at once
surrendered; all Bohemia made its submission;
Frederick and his chief supporters fled in disgraceful
panic and never rested until they reached the security
of the Dutch Netherlands. The brief reign of the
* Winter King' was followed by an exile that termin-
ated only with his death in 1632.* Maximilian of
Bavaria, who shared with Tilly the triumph of 1620,
* It will be remembered that ttis Elector Frederick was, by Ms
wife Elizabeth of England, father of Prince Rupert and grandfather
of King George I.
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